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Mr. Wirt's report of Henry's speech is short. He referred to the recent proceedings of the Legislature of Virginia, declaring the alien and sedition laws unconstitutional and therefore null and void, and said that the resolutions of that body had filled him with apprehension and alarm and had drawn him. from his retirement. He insisted that by their adoption the Legislature had transcended the power that belonged to the State under the Constitution. The enforcement of the acts by military power would, he feared, be the consequence of those proceedings. He painted to the imaginations of his audience Washington at the head of an army, inflicting- upon them military execution and asked where are our resources to meet such a conflict and where the citizen who will dare to lift his hand against the father of his Country? A man in the crowd, .(described as being drunk.) throwing up his arm and exclaiming " I dare! "—" No! " answered Mr. Henry, rising aloft in all his majesty, "you dare not do it; in such, a parricidal attempt the steel would drop from your nerveless arm."
Proceeding, he asked " whether the county of Charlotte would have any authority to dispute an obedience to the laws of Virginia, and he pronounced Virginia to be to the Union what the county of Charlotte was to her" Of the laws in question he said that his private opinion was that they were good and proper^ but whether acceptable or otherwise the remedy, he insisted, was " by petition." He closed with a warm appeal to the people in behalf of union and forbearance.
" When he concluded his audience were deeply affected; it is said that they wept like children so powerfully were they moved by the emphasis of his language, the tone of his voice, the commanding' expression of his eye, the earnestness with which he declared his design to exert himself to allay the heart burnings and jealousies which had been fomented in the State Legislature, and the fervent manner in which he prayed that, if he were deemed unworthy to affect it, it might be reserved to some other and abler hand to entend cthis blessing over the community. As he concluded he literally sunk into the arms of the tumultuous throng; at that moment John H. Rice exclaimed, " the sun has set in all his glory."
" Randolph rose to reply. For some moments he stood in silence, his lips quivering, his eyes swimming in tears; at length he began a modest tho' beautiful apology for rising to address the people in opposition to the venerable father who had just taken his seat; it was an honest difference of opinion and he hoped to be pardoned while he boldly and freely, as it became the occasion, expressed his
° MS. iv, p. 125.er candidate lor (*tin;*re-.;s. drf-'-ed in his ••c:irU-t coat lull, proud in his bearing and a fair repi'e^eniative of the ohi an t"i-rac\ whh'U was un'ltiiu; auay under the .subdivi-.ion-i of tin- law ibal had abiili-.lied il»» system of primogeniture. * * * Hut the candidates for Cun-iv,-; were overlooked ami forgotten by the crowd in their cas^erne-i^ to behold and admire the ^r»':il. orator wlms»» fame had tilled their imas-ttimflou for NO man> .\ear-. "As soon as he appeared on the ground," say.1-; \Virl, "he was r.iin-Mtinde>i b\ the admiring antl adoriii!-, crowd, and whithersoever he mnved the eon«fnur:.e followed him."
